An Introduction to Philosophy

Philosophy 206 – Spring 2016 - Section 50505 Room 6307
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 8:00 – 10:50 am

Instructor:  Dr. Cheryl Genet
Office Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday after class  
Phone:  805-438-4088
E-mail: cheryl_genet@cuesta.edu 
Website: www.OrionInstitute.org     

Learning Outcomes (See detailed Student Learning Outcomes-SLOs below)
Our objective in this course is threefold. First, we will seek to acquire an understanding of, and an appreciation for, philosophy as a discipline, with particular emphasis given to the philosophical subfields of metaphysics, epistemology, ontology, and ethics. Second, we will attempt to gain a sense of how Western philosophy has developed and changed through the ancient, medieval, modern, and contemporary periods. Third, we will develop critical thinking skills by evaluating philosophical arguments and through class discussion and writing assignments.
Required Texts: You cannot complete the course without these texts.  If this presents a problem for you, you must let me know right away.


Gaarder, Jostein.  1994.  Sophie’s World: A Novel about the History of Philosophy. Trans.by Paulette Møller.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. (Reading Group Guide version recommended—2007)
Supplemental Text: This text is not required but will greatly enrich your study of Western philosophy. 
Tarnas, Richard.1991.  The Passions of the Western Mind: Understanding the Ideas That Have Shaped Our World View.  New York: Ballentine Books.
Website: The Orion Institute website (www.OrionInstitute.org) has a section for my philosophy students that provides the syllabus, class schedule, reading assignments, a glossary, information on paper assignments, and Discussion Worksheets and Context & Question for download. You will need to access it weekly, especially if you miss a class, as there may be changes. This is also where important class messages will be posted. In addition, you need to check your Cuesta email regularly, especially the day of class. 
Course Structure:
Reading Quizzes (15)

300 (15 @ 20 pts. each)



Special Focus Quizzes (15)        150 (10 pts. each)
`
Key Point Notes (13)        
  65 (5 points each)


Discussion Worksheets (15)
225 (15 pts. each) 




What’s the Group’s Philosophy? (15)   75 (5 pts. each per student)
                                       Attendance Points (15 days)       150 (10 pts. each day) (Complete all class work)




Philosophies & Glossaries Test     35



Total


            1000

Grading:  All grading will be based on the standard Cuesta College scale with the addition of two minus grades: 


A
(90-100%)
Excellent



A-
(88-89%)



B
(80-87%)
Good


B-
(78-79%)


C
(68-77%)
Satisfactory



D
(60-67%)
Passing, less than satisfactory



F
(0-59%)

Failing
You are responsible to make sure you are properly registered in this class, and properly withdrawn if you drop the class. Failure to officially drop this class can result in an F grade on your transcripts. If you miss more than 3 classes in a row (the equivalent of 9 weekly classes) without contacting me, you will be dropped.

Examinations

The only test outside of quizzes is your Philosophies & Glossaries Test, which contain 10 Philosophies Questions (2 pts. each) and 15 mix & match Glossary Questions (1pt. each) on the Final Day. The date and time for your “final” is given on the Class Schedule. You will not be able to make up this class. Please mark the date on your calendar.
Attendance
Class attendance and participation are critical for a good or even passing grade. Consider that if you miss just one 3 hour class you have missed the equivalent of a week of school (three one-hour classes or two 1 ½ hour classes per week). Please set aside the full class time in your schedule each week and arrive on time. If you complete all class work you receive 10 participation points per class. If you must miss a class, check your class schedule for assignments and the website for announcement. The special focus session quiz, discussion participation, and writing the What’s the Group’s Philosophy? assignments cannot be made up.
Readings

There will be two types of reading assignments in this course. We will read most all of Sophie’s World within the semester, as well as some selected primary source readings. Students are expected to come to class having read the required reading assignments for that day and completed their Discussion Worksheet. 
Quizzes

To assure compliance with reading requirements, reading quizzes will be given at the beginning of every class. These quizzes will be brief and objective (true/false, multiple choice). There will also be a short quiz after each special focus session. Quizzes will begin promptly at the beginning of class and immediately after class reading or video. There will be no make-ups for missed special focus quizzes. 
Discussion Session 

There will be a discussion session the last part of most classes. You will need to download the Discussion Worksheet from the Orion Institute Website each week they are due, answer the questions, and bring the worksheet to class, completed. You must have me verify your worksheet is completed at the beginning of class to receive points for that day’s discussion. You may not work on your worksheet during class period except as designated. Also you may wish to download and read the Context & Question for the unit.
Short Written Assignments

There will be a short (half page) written assignment at the end of each discussion called “What’s the Group’s Philosophy?” (WGP?) Your group will be provided with a form for each assignment. This assignment will give your group the opportunity to express its thoughts on the days discussions (dissenting opinions may be included), but they must include at least one point from the day’s class work that motivated, confirmed, or changed thinking. There will be no make-ups for missed “What’s the Group’s Philosophy.” 
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs)

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to:

1. Interpret primary source texts in philosophy

2. Express, explain, and defend philosophical ideas in writing and/or verbally

3. Distinguish between the basic concerns and questions at issue in the three major branches

    of Western philosophy: metaphysics, epistemology, and ethics

4. Understand how western philosophy has changed and developed over the course of history

5. Identify, explain, and evaluate philosophical theories and arguments
Additional Information
1.   Text messaging in class (on cell phone, PDA, etc) is forbidden as is the use of an iPod or similar device.             
2.   If you are a student with a verified disability, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible 
      to discuss the accommodation of your needs.
3.   I reserve the right to modify this syllabus or the class schedule as the need arises.  
Rubric for grading Discussion Worksheets

	0-5 points
	5-10 pts.
	10-15 

	Not submitted.  Submitted but

minimal and undescriptive

answers. Several missing or incorrect answers.
	Some minimal answers, some fully descriptive. Few missing or incorrect answers
	All fully descriptive answers showing careful thought and research. Few or no incorrect or missing answers
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