Context and Questions for Discussion Forum - Unit 2 – Myth and Wonder

Context of DF questions

It seems that human beings, since the first glimmers of self-consciousness, have wondered about the world around them, and sought answers to the questions that Alberto raises in the chapter called “Top Hat.”  He expresses this wonder in his rabbit being pulled from the hat analogy. Myths, or cosmological stories, are one of the ways of explaining this magic trick.  For pre-philosophical cultures, the myths were generally about gods and ancestors.
In the various divinities and their powers lay a sense of the universe as an ordered whole, a cosmos rather than a chaos. The natural world and the human world were not distinguishable domains in the archaic Greek universe, for a single fundamental order structured both nature and society, and embodied the divine justice that empowered Zeus, the ruler of the gods.  Passions,  pg. 17.

This passage from Passions is a classic example of the foundational structure of a worldview (which always contains a mythical or cosmological story).  It directed the Greeks in all aspects of their lives, and for the most part, was essentially taken for granted (transparent).  What is fascinating, however, is that within it can be found the assumptions that drove the birth of philosophy and the search for natural explanations about the world that we will meet in our next chapter.

1. There is an assumption that “the universe is an order whole” within which humans could live an ordered existence—could count on the universe, so to speak. 
2.  There is no separation between the realm of the gods and the realm of humans—the “ordered whole.”  (This reflects roots in the ancient indigenous past of tribal societies that view gods and ancestors as unseen but yet part of this world—not transcendent.)
3.  There is a single “fundamental order” that structured both the natural and social world of humans and was the source of justice in the world.
If you take the gods out of the above equation and begin to look for natural answers to the processes of the world, you find a search for the something non-supernatural that has always existed in an ordered universe.  That non-supernatural something must form the world and explain its processes.  But, can it provide a source of justice—and morality? This is the source of conflict between a mythological (religious) world view and a natural (science-informed) worldview. It is a conflict that arose with the birth of philosophy in the 5th century b.c.e. and even in our technological, science-driven, global world, still has not found a universal solution.
Questions(s)

The analogy of the magician pulling the white rabbit of the universe out of the hat holds true whether your worldview tells you the magician is divine or natural (or maybe both?).  Your worldview will also place you somewhere from snuggled in the rabbit’s fur to dangling on the tip of its hairs.  

How does the faculty of wonder (which Alberto says is all that in necessary to make you a good philosopher) relate to your world view and your place on the white rabbit’s fur?

1. Each group member share where you see yourself in this analogy—or maybe you don’t?

2. Determine what parts of the Unit’s material – Worldviews or What is Philosophy lectures, the Context 
    and Question, SW reading and the Discussion Worksheet—might guide you in your answer.

3. What personal experiences or insights can help your group shape an answer?

4.  Try to prepare an answer that reflects your group’s discussion.

