Context and Questions for Discussion Forum 

Unit 8 – The Renaissance and Baroque
Context of DF questions

In this unit we cover a much shorter span of time than the last unit.  Still, within this considerably shorter period we find compressed a massive amount of change—worldview shifts that came in quick, almost breathless succession. The early modern mind laid the groundwork for the modern era amidst tremendous turmoil—religious upheaval, wars, global conquests, witch hunts, technological breakthroughs, and, let’s not forget plague—the Black Death that swept Europe between 1346 and 1353.  It wiped out anywhere from 30-60% of the population with a disease that no one understood. It took nearly 150 years for the population to recover and the faith in God’s loving care, in some cases never did. Below is a quick look at this span of time that took us from the Renaissance to the Scientific Revolution.
The Renaissance

“The phenomenon of the Renaissance lay as much in the sheer diversity of its expressions as in their unprecedented quality. Within the span of a single generation, Leonardo, Michelangelo, and Raphael produced their masterworks, Columbus discovered the New World, Luther rebelled against the Catholic Church and began the Reformation, and Copernicus hypothesized a heliocentric universe and commenced the Scientific Revolution” (Passions p.224).
The Reformation
“It was when the spirit of Renaissance individualism reached the realm of theology and religious conviction within the Church, in the person of the German Augustinian monk Martin Luther, that there erupted in Europe the momentous Protestant Reformation…. Sparked by Luther’s rebellion, an insuperable cultural reaction swept through the sixteenth century, decisively reasserting the Christian religion while simultaneously shattering the unity of Western Christendom” (Passions p. 233).
The Scientific Revolution
“The Scientific Revolution was both the final expression of the Renaissance and its definitive contribution to the modern world view….Man’s role in that universe could best be judged on the evidence that, by virtue of his own intelligence, he had penetrated the universe’s essential order and could now use that knowledge for his own benefit and empowerment. One could scarcely doubt that man was the crown of creation. The Scientific Revolution—and the birth of the modern era—was now complete” (Passions p.248 & 271)
The Baroque
We can date the Scientific Revolution from the time of Galileo’s confirmation of Copernicus’ heliocentric theory, at the beginning of the 1600’s—the seventeenth century.  Alberto describes this century as the Baroque period and given the upheaval of the previous centuries, it is not surprising that the Baroque was a period of such radical contrasts and tensions between irreconcilable worldviews.  In this century we will be meeting the first great philosophic minds of the modern era as they try to make sense of this new world.
Questions(s)

Drawing on what you learned in this unit about the stunning shifts in worldviews from the Renaissance through the Scientific Revolution, and using your own experience and ideas, answer the question below:

1. What in this sweep of intellectual history captured your attention or your imagination, or perhaps gave you a new perspective on your own worldview? If it did none of these things, why do you think this is the case?
Remember! This question is very open ended but whatever your group answer may be, it must still rely on, and express, unit learning to give it substance. Think critical thinking!
