Context and Questions for Discussion Forum - Unit 11 – Christianity 2

Context of DF questions - “Sacred Celebration” & “Crime against Creation” (the replacement for a R&E video paired with the SF video)
The required reading on “Creation Care” in this segment describes an emerging environmental movement that crosses many denominations of Christianity.  Throughout the Middle Ages, and long into modern times, an essential focus of Christianity has been the afterlife—working, or believing, in order to attain heaven after death and avoid hell.  Even in such a seemingly simple idea of life after death there are vast differences between Protestant and Catholic doctrine as to what actually get one to heaven—or hell. Nevertheless, heaven is the true home of the soul—even the resurrected body.  This world was created, it was believed, to serve humanity, and perhaps to test us, but not to be our real home. Biblically, we were asked to be fruitful, multiply, and subdue the Earth. Through science and technology we have certainly accomplished the later.
Molloy points out that this has changed greatly in recent years.  There are many historical and philosophical threads that have brought some segments of Christianity to this shift, but it is certainly driven by the increasing evidence that temperatures are rising around the globe, much of this rise is attributable to human activity, and we are facing environmental catastrophe, not to mention mass extinction.  Molly goes on to iterate specific changes in both Protestant Christianity, particularly evangelicalism and fundamentalism, and in Catholic Christianity, from the top down.
The “A Crime against Creation” and “Sacred Celebration” segments of Renewal both portray this rising engagement of Christian denominations working together and working with Native Americans, to struggle against their local environmental disasters, which also have importance in a global context.  
DF Question(s)

I have just ordained you a pastor, or a priest (take your pick):

Using these to Renewal segments as a starting place, think back over what you have learned about the reasons for the growth of Christianity in its early Roman period and through the Middle ages, its wide range of religious expression, its adoption of Jewish linearity that drove the development of science and technology, its sometimes simultaneous focus on afterlife on the one hand and social welfare on the other, as well as its tendency towards apopalyticism,  its position of influence in the lives of its believers, and finally, its vast number of adherents.
1. What would you preach to your flock about caring for the environment and the Earth on which we live.  You may either encourage or discourage, but you must give them a doctrinal, theological, or historical reasons for your position.
NOTE:  You don’t have to draw on all the things to think about above– just find one or two threads that you think are most compelling and consistent with what you have learned about Christianity.
