Context and Questions for Discussion Forum - Unit 5 – Hinduism 2

Context of DF questions -  India’s Jains
Jainism is not Hinduism, though there are certainly close ties with both Hinduism and Buddhism. It developed out of that tumultuous period of the Axial Age that we studied last week—it was around 500 bce that Mahavira, the son of a powerful king, abandoned his worldly goods and began to preach the Jain doctrine of austerity and nonviolence. Jainism was a response to the priest dominated, animal sacrifice focused, and violence prone culture of the Vedic era.  Molloy tells us, in his chapter on Jainism, that:

Tendencies toward nonviolence and austerity apparent in Hinduism and Buddhism are carried to their logical endpoint in Jainism....It is possible that Jainism has not spread widely because it is uncompromising: in it we find an extremist quality that is fascinating, thought provoking, and often noble. (p. 192)  

I might add quite astonishing, as you will see in the segment.

In the segment you will also see great contrasts in the way that Jains practice their faith—human spirituality adapted to human pragmatism.  I could not help but think about the family business in gold which they consider modest and reputable—yet the extraction of gold around the world often creates the most violent and harmful conditions for the poor, and very young, that can be imagined. They work in horrible conditions to extract gold for little pay because they must earn a living.  I also was struck by the statement of the rather overweight grandfather, that one must always exercise self-control—though I must admit great compassion for this somewhat incongruous viewpoint.
Nevertheless, Jainism has had a profound effect on our world, through propagating the non-violent doctrines of ahimsa that underlay the life work of Mohandas Gandhi, who inspired both Martin Luther King Jr. and Nelson Mandela of South Africa.

In this R&E segment we glimpse the struggles and mundane realities that effect the connections between religious practices and the beliefs that motivate those practices—one of our SLO’s.  I think you will find this segment most…fascinating –please pardon my very unprofessional lol.
Discussion Question
Huston Smith’s video India and the Infinite gives a very admiring and benevolent picture of Hinduism and India.  It is clearly outdated, but it does give us a feel for the doctrines of Hinduism as imbedded in the context of Indian culture.  Nevertheless, if you watched the optional video on Bride Trafficking, or if you have followed the news about the rapes and violence in India, you know that there are some rather jarring contrasts.  Even if you are unaware of these things, you can see the lives of the poor in India in both India and the Infinite and Infinite Vision.
1.  Using the R&E segment on Jainism as a starting place, and thinking about how worldview effect people’s behavior,  how do you interpret the vast disparities, or perhaps the great influences, between the belief and practice of everyday Hindus.
Don’t get overwhelmed with the size of this question. Just pick up on one or two threads that caught your attention during your studies and address it (them) specifically.  Between you and your groupmates, you will come up with a nice variety of connections.

