Philosophy 206

Discussion Worksheet U10—The British Empiricists

Name:               Date:               Points:
These questions and the designated page numbers, come from Sophie’s World. Your space will expand as you type answers but please do not use bold.
Introduction: “The British empiricist demand that sensory experience be the ultimate source of knowledge of the world set itself in opposition to the Continental rationalist orientation, epitomized in Descartes and variously elaborated by Spinoza and Leibniz, which held that the mind alone, through its recognition of clear, distinct, and self-evident truths, could achieve certain knowledge. For the empiricists, such empirically ungrounded rationalism was…akin to a spider’s producing cobwebs out of its own substance. The characteristic imperative of the Enlightenment…held that reason required sensory experience to know anything about the world other than its own concoction” 
(Passions p. 334).
.
1. Seventeenth century rationalist thinking such as Descartes’, rooted in the Middle Ages, was coming under in-depth criticism by the eighteenth century, as philosophers were increasingly embracing empiricism.
a. What is empiricism? (p. 258)
b. Whose Classical formulation grounded empiricism & what was the formulation? (p. 258)
c. How did empiricism effect the conception of the world and why was scrutinizing 
  
               conceptions of great importance to the British Empiricists?” (p. 258-259)

2. Bishop Berkeley pointed out that there was a serious problem with the empiricist’s analysis of human knowledge. It was a problem that all three of the empiricists grappled with.  What was the problem?  (p. 335)
3. John Locke (1632-17040 looked for a solution to this “genuine representation” problem.
a. What were the two questions he asked? (p. 259)
b. What is the process by which he thought we gain knowledge? (p. 259-260)
c. What are primary and secondary qualities?  (p. 260)
4. David Hume ( 1711-1776) “took it upon himself to clean up all the wooly concepts and thought constructions” that philosophers had invented.  He wanted to dismiss meaningless metaphysical nonsense. (p. 264 & 268)
 
a. What did he mean by this? (p. 264))


b. What does Hume consider a complex idea? (p. 265)


c. What are Hume’s two different types of perception? (p. 265).

d. How does Hume think we construct complex ideas? (p. 266-267).

5. George Berkeley (1685-1753) thought that the philosophies of materialism were a threat to the Christion belief in God as creator and preserver of all nature. Yet Alberto say he was the most consistent of empiricists.

a. How did Berkeley use the logic of empiricism to establish that worldly things are as we 
 
perceive them, but they are not things? (p. 279). 
b. Sophie thumped her fist on the table and wanted to know, if the table wasn’t really hard, why did she feel it.  Alberto explained that Berkeley believed our ideas have spiritual, not material causes.  What did he mean by this? (p.280)
6. What did each of these three philosophers believe we could know about God? 
a.  Locke:

b.  Hume:
c.  Berkeley
