Philosophy 206

Discussion Worksheet U11—Kant 

Name:               Date:               Points:
These questions and the designated page numbers, come from Sophie’s World. Your space will expand as you type answers but please do not use bold.
Introduction: “The Intellectual challenge that faced Immanuel Kant in the second half of the eighteenth century was a seemingly impossible one:  on the one hand, to reconcile the claims of science to certain and genuine knowledge of the world with the claim of philosophy that experience could never give rise to such knowledge; on the other hand, to reconcile the claim of religion that man was morally free with the claim of science that nature was entirely determined by necessary laws. With these several claims in such intricate and pointed conflict, and intellectual crisis of profound complexity had emerged. Kant’s proposed resolution of that crisis was equally complex, brilliant, and weighty in its consequences.” 
(Passions p. 341).
Recommend you read all the sub-questions for each question before you begin to answer them.
1. Kant was a brilliant professor and also an expert on the ideas of the British Empiricists and the Continental Rationalists. 


a. What was the question that Kant and these philosophers were preoccupied with and 

                what were the two possibilities for answers? (p. 321)

b. Discuss how Kant drew on both the rationalist and empiricist (define these), and Hume 
   
                in particular? (p. 321)
2. Kant thought there were “conditions of the mind” governing its operations and influencing the 
    way we experience the world. (p. 322)
 
a. What kind of “conditions” did he emphasize and how did they work? (p. 322)

b. What was Kant “Copernican Revolution” about? (p. 323)

c. How did Kant’s idea of the law of causality differ from Hume’s? (p. 323).
3. Alberto says that Kant’s greatest contribution to philosophy is the idea of “das Ding an sich.”

a. What is “das Ding an sich” and what is it an important distinction from? (p. 323). 
b. What did he mean by this? (p. 323-324)
c. What example does Alberto use to explain how causality is part of our consciousness? 
(p. 325)

4. Kant thought there were two elements that contribute to man’s knowledge of the world. 
a. List and summarize these two elements.  (p. 325)
b. How do material and form of knowledge work together? (p. 326)
5. Kant believed there was no certain knowledge to be obtained on the “big questions.” 
a.  What was his reasoning on this?  (p. 325-327)

b. What was his reasoning on the existence of God?  (p. 327)

c.  Why did Kant believe it was essential to presuppose the existence of an immortal soul, 

                that God exists, and that man has a free will?  (Include “practical postulates”) (p. 327-328) 
Kant’s proposals for the morality, based on the presupposition of God, seem difficult and contorted to us, but they were a brilliant construct that gave final shape to the philosophical arguments of the time.  In some ways they also seem to have provided, in their radical speculation, a death knell for rationalism.  We will consider his presuppositional morality in our Special Focus segment. 
