Philosophy 206

Discussion Worksheet U13—Kierkegaard and Marx

Name:               Date:               Points:
These questions and the designated page numbers, come from Sophie’s World. Your space will expand as you type answers but please do not use bold.
Introduction 
Kierkegaard and Marx were contemporaries who developed their radically different philosophies at the end of the Romantic period.  Yet they both played off Romanticism, and against Hegel, each in their own way.  One important reaction to both was that philosophy should provoke action, not lots of metaphysical scribbling at one’s desk (think Kant!).  Kierkegaard and Marx’s philosophies were not focused on science, but they were the inheritors of its legacy:
“The new universe was a machine, a self-contained mechanism of force and matter, devoid of goals or purpose, bereft of intelligence or consciousness, its character fundamentally alien to that of man. The pre-modern world had been permeated with spiritual, mythic, theistic, and other humanly meaningful categories, but all these were regarded by the modern perception as anthropomorphic projections” (Passions p. 326)

Kierkegaard

1. A little girl comes to the cabin and gives Sophie two bottles, one with red liquid, one with blue, that are labeled “DRINK ME.” How do they affect Sophie?  What do they represent? (p. 371-373)

2. Kierkegaard rejected the “objective truths” of Hegelianism.  Why did he say he did this? 

    What kinds of truth are relevant? (p. 375)
3.  Why was rational proof of God’s existence unacceptable to Kierkegaard? (p. 377-378) 
4.  Alberto tells Sophie that what Kierkegaard meant by “existential,” subjective truth,” and “faith” formulated his criticism of both philosophy and Hegel.  These lead to his “three stages of life” theory.  What are the three stages?  Briefly describe them. (p. 378-380)
Marx  

5.  Marx thought that the material factors in society determine the way we think. 

a.  How was this different from Hegel?  (p. 389)

b.  Alberto uses an example of antiquities economic life to explain how material relations 
   
                affect the philosophical reflection in society.  What is the basis of society and what is its 
     
                superstructure.   How do they work together?(p. 389-390)
6.  List and briefly describe (using examples if you like) each of Marx’s three levels of production. 
     (p. 361-362)

7.  In a capitalist society, labor is organized in such a way that the worker in fact slaves for 
     another social class.  (p.93)

a. What are the two social classes?  Briefly describe them. (p. 392). 

b. Why is work important to humans?  (p. 392-393)

8. What 2 distinct forms has Marxism taken?  In what different ways did they come about? (p. 397)
