Philosophy 206

Discussion Worksheet U15 – What is the Mind?

Name _________________________________ Date____________ Points______

1.  What does the introduction (p. 195) say is the nature of what philosophers call the “mind-body problem?

2. What philosophical questions does the introduction to this section (1st ¶) say arise from the mind-body problem?
3.  Read the conclusion of Searle’s “Argument Against Materialism.”  p. 260-261 (Don’t worry that you may not 
      understand some of the terms or the references to earlier sections in his reading).   In the first paragraph:

      A.  According to Searle, what is important in philosophy?
      B.  Many philosophers are driven to deny certain common-sense claims.  Summarize these claims.

      C.  Where does Searle say the answer to the question of why they deny these claims can be found?  Explain.
      In the last paragraph of the conclusion:

      D.  What does materialism say about the world?

     E.   What does dualism say about the world?

4.  Read Bisson (pg.197-199) and Plato (pg. 199-201).  (We will discuss both further in class).
     A.  What do you think is Bisson’s main point? 

     B.   What do you think is Plato’s main point?

     C.  In what ways do they provide examples of the “mind-body problem” as Searle describes it?

