Philosophy 206

Discussion Worksheet U2 – Myths and Wonder

Name:               Date:               Points:
These question and the designated page numbers, come from Sophie’s World. Your space will expand as you type answers but please do not use bold.
Introduction:  The world view of the Greeks before and leading up to the birth of philosophy (next week’s topic), was founded on a general assumption that something had always existed, and that that “something,” which brought the world forth in some way, expressed an inherent sense of order.  “…the pervasive archetypal resonance of the archaic Greek Vision, [was] expressed above all in the foundational epic poems of Greek culture that have come down to us, the Homeric Iliad and Odyssey. Here at the luminous dawn of the Western literary tradition, was captured the primordial mythological sensibility in which the events of human existence were perceived as intimately related to and informed by the eternal realm of gods and goddesses. The archaic Greek vision reflected an intrinsic unity of immediate sense perception and timeless meaning, of particular circumstance and universal drama, of human activity and divine motivation.”  Passions, p. 17
Alberto tells Sophie that the best way of approaching philosophy is to ask a few philosophical questions.  He list a few questions that people have been asking throughout the ages and states that we know of no culture which has not concerned itself with what humans are and where we came from (this concern is part of a worldview). (p. 14-15)
1. Asking the questions is one thing, but what are the problems with answering them? (p. 15)
2.  What is the top hat, white rabbit, magicians trick all about.  Does this strike you as a good analogy?  (p. 15 & 20)
3. What are Alberto’s reasons for teaching Sophie philosophy?  What does this make Sophie realize about herself?  (p. 18-21)
4.  In almost all myth guided cultures people have found that there is a precarious balance between the forces of good and evil.  What is the role of mythological explanations in balancing these forces?  How did mortals utilize this role to try to avert catastrophes?  (p.25)

5. Starting in around the 5th century b.c.e., people began thinking in a completely new way (essentially a new worldview).  What was this new way of thinking and what cultural and political forces helped shape and drive this new thinking? (P. 24 & 28)
6. Sophie is told that the only thing required to be a good philosopher is the faculty of wonder.

Do you agree with this statement?  Are you happily snuggled down in the rabbit fur, or always climbing out on the tips of the rabbit hairs?
