Philosophy 206

Discussion Worksheet U4 – Sophists and Socrates

Name:               Date:               Points:
These questions and the designated page numbers, come from Sophie’s World. Your space will expand as you type answers but please do not use bold.
Introduction:  The Sophist and Socrates shared a world that was in intellectual turmoil. “The Sophists’ …. bold assertion of human intellectual sovereignty—that through its own power man’s thought could provide him with sufficient wisdom to live his life well, that the human mind could independently produce the strength of equilibrium—now seemed to require reevaluation.  To more conservative sensibilities, the foundations of the traditional Hellenic belief system and its previously timeless values were being dangerously eroded, while reason and verbal skill were coming to have a less than impeccable reputation. Indeed, the whole development of reason now seemed to have undercut its own basis, with the human mind denying itself the capacity for genuine knowledge of the world” (Tarnus, p. 30-31).
It was in this highly charged cultural climate that Socrates began his philosophical search…
1. Describe the shift in the nature of the philosophical project of  the Greeks from the birth of philosophy to Athens in the time of the Sophists and Socrates. How did democracy encouraged this shift?  (p. 63)
2. The Sophist concerned themselves with man and his place in society (women and slaves had no place in it). What were their general positions and questions in this regard? (p. 64)
3. Socrates concerned himself with seeking philosophical truths. How did he think one could grasp such truths, and how did he help other to do so (p. 66-67)

4.  What was meant by the question that Sophie received: “Wisest is she that knows she does not know?”  How did it relate to Socrates and what are the two types of people into which Alberto said humanity is divided. (p. 69)
5.  Alberto asks Sophie what he says is an age old question: “Why did Socrates have to die?  How would you answer this question?  (p.67-68)

