Philosophy 206

Discussion Worksheet U8 – The Renaissance to the Baroque

Name:               Date:               Points:
These questions and the designated page numbers, come from Sophie’s World. Your space will expand as you type answers but please do not use bold.
Introduction: “The modern world view was the outcome of an extraordinary convergence of events, ideas, and figures which, for all their conflicting variety, engendered a profoundly compelling vision of the universe and of the human being’s place in it—a vision radically novel in character and paradoxical in its consequences. Those same factors also reflected, and wrought, a fundamental changing the Western character. To understand the historical emergence of the modern mind, we shall now examine the complexly intermingled cultural epochs known as the Renaissance, the Reformation, and the Scientific Revolution” (Passions p. 223).
(Recommend you read the three sub-questions before you begin)

1. Alberto tells Sophie that there was a technological, political, and cultural background that 
    preceded the Renaissance.  
a. Describe the technological developments that made the Renaissance possible. (p. 195)
b. Describe some of the cultural and political characteristics that made the Renaissance 

possible.  (You should be able to find 5 to 7 or so) (p. 195-196)
2. The Renaissance resulted in a new view of humans and their worth—humanism.     (p. 150-153)
a. What was this new view and how was it different from the Middle Ages
b. How did this new view manifest itself?  (p. 197)
c. Alberto says no epoch is purely good or evil—they are twin threads.  What were some of 


the characteristics of the “antihumanism” of the time? (p. 198-199)
3. The technological development that took place after the Renaissance was preconditioned by the development of the new scientific method. (This is our modern scientific method, and is different from the empirical/rationalist mix of Aristotle and the Natural Philosophers). Describe this new scientific method and how it differed from Aristotle and the Natural Philosophers.  (p. 199). 
Context The science/technology cycle saw humans standing back from Nature. We began to see laws like the law of inertia and the law of universal gravitation formed in the development of the heliocentric world picture. Men like Galileo and Newton saw science as using our God-given intelligence to investigate the natural world but this revolutionary new world view of science was a “great burden” as well as a great blessing. Humanity lost some of its special status from creation and the Church put up massive resistance. The Reformation grew out of this upheaval, but also out of the rising humanism, in the form of the individual’s personal relationship with God. (SW p. 208-209)

5. What are some of the characteristics of the Reformation? (For reference, there are around 8 to 10 
6. What are some of the characteristics of the Baroque period? (Again, there are around 8 to 10 of them that Alberto describes to Sophie, depending on how you gather them together) (p. 223-225)
