World Religions 

Discussion Worksheet (DW) Ch 10a – Islam  
Name:                                     Date: 

Instructions: Use whatever space you need to type your answers.  Please do not use italics

Note:  A brief description means adequate to show that you have the concept, but not a book.

I.  Essentials of Islam

     Read the section on “Islam,” noting that Islam literally means surrender or submission—a wholehearted 
     surrender to God.  It also denotes a community of all believers, as in a large family.

1.  Muslims refer to God a “Allah.”  What does Allah mean and what are the characteristics of Allah?

2.  In Islamic belief, God has spoken repeatedly through humans, revealing His mind and will.  What do Muslims believe about divine revelation and what role did Mohammad play.
3.  The moral emphasis of Islam appears clearly in the essential “Five Pillars of Islam,” which all Muslims must accept and practice and which support their faith.  List the Five Pillars and briefly describe each one.

II. Read the section on “Additional Islamic Religious Practices,” (p437) noting that Islam aims at providing patterns for ideal living.  Controls and prohibitions are imposed to increase social order and happiness.

1.  What are the additional six Islamic religious practices that Molloy sites?  Briefly describe them.

2.  The Qur’an is the holy scriptures of Islam.
a)  What is the origin of the Qur’an?

b)  What types of topics does it cover?

c)  How do Muslims feel about the Qur’an? 

d)  Have you ever read any portion of the Qur’an?  If so, how did you feel about it?
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