World Religions 

Discussion Worksheet (DW) Ch 11 – Alternative Paths
Name:       Date: 

Instructions: Use whatever space you need to type your answers.  Please do not use italics

I.  Origins of New Religions  (p. 490-491 – check both pages)

1.  Molloy discusses several reasons why new religions develop or older religions gain renewed interest.  
     Describe some of those reasons:
II.  Comparing three new or renewed religions  (Read all the instructions first and follow carefully)
In the first chapter of EWR  Molloy suggests that one of the most evident causes of religion is that is serves many human needs—such as responding to knowing our place in the order of things and our need for the companionship and fulfillment of group identity, among others.  He reiterates this idea in this chapter, listing new religion’s notable traits that fulfill human needs that may be unmet by older religions. (pg. 518)
Molloy divides the religions he discusses into those that share features with indigenous religions, have elements of Indian spirituality, are close to traditional Chinese religions, or have roots in Christianity and Islam (pg. 492)
Choose three of the alternative religions in this chapter to discuss—but choose each one of the three from a different category. (You may discuss Yoruba Traditions as one if you choose from this category).
1. List the three religions you choose to discuss, indicated each religion’s category, and briefly explain why you believe Molloy fit it in this category:  (The “Why” box will expand as far as you need it to)
	Religion
	Category
	Why in this category?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


2. Use your imagination to become a member of each religion you chose and discuss how it meets your needs in terms of any of the causes described on pgs. 9-11, or notable traits on pg. 518, that you believe fit you and your discussion—write perhaps a paragraph or two for each religion. Be sure to capture some of the important features of each religion.

1)  

2)
3)

3. Which of these religions is the most interesting to you, captured your imagination, or even drew you to it 
    and why?
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