World Religions 

Discussion Worksheet (DW) Ch 12a – The Modern Search 
Name:       Date: 

Instructions: Use whatever space you need to type your answers.  Please do not use italics

I.  Modern Influences on the Future of Relgion  (p. 528)

The New World Order

1.  Change may come slowly to the world’s religions, especially considering their conservative nature, but, change they do. In the section on the New World Order, Molloy discusses the political, economic, and geographic (global) pressures for change on religions.  Describe these pressures—you should be able to find at least 7 or 8. (p. 529-531)
Multiculturalism, Women, and Human Sexuality (pg. 531-536)
2. The New World Order also makes cross-cultural contact practically unavoidable, creating further challenges of change. Molloy suggests several multicultural and interfaith pressures on religions. Describe these pressures - you should be able to find 3 to 4 of them.
3. Women’s rights is one of the most significant issues of our times and it manifests itself in religions. While gains have been made, they are mostly in areas that don’t affect a religion’s basic power structure.  Describe some of the gains and issues the Molloy discusses.  You should be able to find 4 to 6. (pg. 532)
4.  Human sexuality also brings additional cultural pressures to religions through scientific, economic, and ideological developments. Describe some of the issues in this regard that Molloy discusses. You should be able  to find 4 to 6 of them. (p. 534)
Environmentalism: A Religious Phenomenon? (pg. 547-551)

Molloy uses a question for his title of this section. He then describes many aspects of the “Green Movement” and looks at whether this movement can be seen as a sort of 21st century indigenous religion—indigenous to the whole planet!

1. Choose one of the areas of environmentalism that Molloy discusses—sensitivity to nature in various cultures and periods, the spirituality of nature in the great open spaces, celebration of nature and ecotourism, animal rights and ethical treatment, and/or the spread of environmental consciousness and sustainability concerns—that particularly interests you or you think is important, and:
Discuss Molloy’s information and add your own thoughts and experiences, that encouraged you to pick this area.
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