World Religions 

Discussion Worksheet (DW) Ch 2 – Indigenous Religions  
Name:       Date: 

Instructions: Use whatever space you need to type your answers.  Please do not use italics.

Studying Indigenous Religions: Learning From Patterns (p.41)
I.  Human Relationships with the Natural World  (p. 41)

1.  Animism is a concept found often in native religions.   What are some of the characteristics of an 
    animistic worldview and how do they affect daily living for those with this worldview?  Make the 
    connection between practices and the beliefs that motivate them. (p. 41-42)
2.  Sacred time and sacred space are often important characteristics of the indigenous worldview.  
     Describe each and again make the connection between practices and the beliefs that motivate them.
II.  Respect for Origins, Gods, and Ancestors  (p. 44)
Discuss the important points from each section

1.  Origins    (p. 44)

    a)  What are cosmic tales?  
    b)  What types of cosmic tales are described?  
2.  Gods  (p.45)
    a)  High Gods:  
    b)  Lesser deities: 
3.  Ancestors  (p. 45)
    a)  Distinction between ancestors and gods?  
    b)  How are they treated?  
Sacred Practices in Indigenous Religions (p. 48)
In indigenous societies, everyday religious activity and practice are significant because they help the individual place themselves in “right relationship” to gods, ancestors, nature, and other tribal members.  Give a brief description of each of the sacred practices  Molly discusses  (p. 48-75)

1.  Life Cycle Ceremonies – What are they and what are some types of life cycle ceremonies?  (p. 49-52)
2.  Taboos – What is a taboo, what is it for, and what are some types of taboo? (p. 52-57)
3.  Shamanism  -   What is a shaman and what is the shaman’s role?  What part do trances and ritual play 
in shamanism?(p. 57-59)  
Indigenous Religions Today  (pg. 65)

This section tells us of the revitalization of some indigenous religions, some of the problems they face, and the contributions they are making to the rest of the world, especially in areas of building a more sustainable relationship with the land, ocean, and systems of our planet. (Take a peek at “The Green Movement” sidebar.)
1. Discuss at least one description of revitalization and one related problem that captured your attention, perhaps based on your own interests or insights.  Also consider one contribution they may be making to the world.  Why do you think the examples you have chosen here are important?  (Just a paragraph or two)
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