World Religions 

Discussion Worksheet (DW) Chapter 3a – Hinduism 1  
Name:                                   Date: 

Instructions: Use whatever space you need to type your answers.  Please do not use italics
Note:  A brief description means adequate to show that you have the concept, but not a book.

I.  Origins of Hinduism  (p, 77)
1.  How does Molloy describe the religious life of India and Hinduism?  (p.77-78)
2.  What are the Vedas? Include a bit of historical information and the 4 basic text collections. (p.80)
II. Upanishads and the Axial Age   (p. 82)
1.  What are the Upanishads? Include a bit of history.  (p. 82)
2.  What are the six important concepts of the Upanishads.  List and give a brief definition of each..
III. Living Spiritually in the Everyday World  (p. 88)
1.  What is the Bhagavad Gita? What is its history and why is it important to Hindus?  (p,89)
2.  What is the Caste System? What is its history?  (p. 90)
3.  What are the five castes/social classes?  List and give a brief description of each.  (p. 90)
4.  Hinduism holds that each stage of life has a proper way of being lived. What are the four stages of life?  
     List them and give a brief description of each.  (p.91)
5.  What are the Yogas?  (p. 92)
6.  List the six Yogas and give a brief description of each. (p.93)
IV. Hindu devotion to animals  (p. 105)
Many connections can be made between Hindu devotion to animals, especially cows, and the primal roots of Hinduism that still shape its nature, as well as factors we considered that shape world views. 
1. List &  discuss 3 or 4 of those connections that you can discover in Molloy’s 4 paragraphs on this subject. 

2.Many of you have mentioned a great love for animals—what were your thoughts as you read this section?

1

