World Religions 

Discussion Worksheet (DW) Chapter 9a – Christianity
Christian History  
Name:       Date: 

Instructions: Use whatever space you need to type your answers.  Please do not use italics

Note:  A brief description means adequate to show that you have the concept, but not a book.

I  The Life and Teachings of Jesus
1.  The section entitled “Jesus in the New Testament Gospels” reveals that it is difficult to establish the historical accuracy of the New Testament account of Jesus’ life and teachings.  Nevertheless, a definite picture of Jesus does emerge from the Gospels. List and describe at least five of the personal characteristics and teachings this section discusses.  (p. 349-352)
1)  
2)  
3)  .
4)  .
5)  
2.  What were the “Two Great Commandments” of Jesus’ teaching and how did Jesus make them different from the form of the Commandments that already existed in Hebrew scripture.  (p. 352) 
II. Early Christian Beliefs and History
1. What was the simple early Christian message summarized in the apostle Peter’s speech in Acts (p. 353)
2.  There 27 books, written in Greek, arrange in four parts in the New Testament.  Briefly describe each part.
a) The Gospels: 
b) The Acts of the Apostles:
c) The Epistles:
d) Revelation:  
III. The Eastern Orthodox Church
1.  Constantine moved the capitol of the Roman Empire to Byzantium, and renamed it the New Rome.  It later became Constantinople and the seat of the Eastern Orthodox Church.  There are important doctrinal differences between the Roman and Eastern Churches.  Describe these differences in the areas listed below.  Include the doctrinal stances of both Churches as you describe each difference (p.374-377)
a)  Nature of Jesus Christ:   
b)  Use of images for religious practice:  
c)  Doctrine of the Trinity:
d)  Bishop of Rome as head of all Christians:  
e)  Essential focus of belief: 
